EMERGENCE OF NATURALISM

slow him down. He worked within tangible limits. When his
intelligence had brought him close to his materials he felt
for them the desire of a lover. His irony did not lessen his
passion, only sharpened his understanding and sympathy.
Too much a realist to fall in with contemporary romancers,
he was too much a poet to follow the course laid down by
such systematic naturalists as Zola. Crane's voice was so in-
dividual that he did not come into the honor due him till
another age, when it became evident that he had spoken with
the voice of a generation later than his own. Though he
wrote far more than needs to be preserved, yet in the Red
Badge and a half-dozen or so short stories he is as timeless
as any novelist in English. Modern American literature began
with him.

Crane's friend Harold Frederic, also a newspaperman, be-
sides his realistic novels of the Revolution and the Civil War
wrote The Damnation of Theron Ware (1896), a relentless
study of a Methodist minister who goes spiritually to pieces
because he has only a shallow idealism to sustain him. A
nearer contemporary of Crane, Frank Norris (18701902),
had a larger part in the development of the new school of
fiction. A leader in a conscious movement to continentalize
American literature as a protest against local color, he was
himself one of the least sectional of novelists. Born in Chi-
cago, where he passed his boyhood, a student of art in Paris
for two years, student for four years at the University of Cali-
fornia and for one graduate year at Harvard, newspaper cor-
respondent in South Africa at the time of the Jameson raid
and in Cuba during the Santiago campaign, journalist in San
Francisco and New York, Norris had a vision of American life
which was geographically very wide. Zola, his chief teacher,
and Kipling had taught Norris how much the strength of
realism depends upon facts observed in their native places.
And though one of his earliest passions was for Froissart, and
his first book, Yvernelle (1892) was a verse romance upon a